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that before Ihe revolution the Church was in the service of the tsarist govern-
ment and enjoyed numerous privileges and advantages (the higher clergy
especially). It was hard for the clergy to relinquish these privileges. Some of
them lived in the hope that Soviet power would be overthrown and themselves
openly opposed it. The Soviet Power naturally could not leave such persons
unpunished.

It was this that gave rise to the idea that exists among some people in other
countries that freedom of religious profession is restricted by the Soviet Power.
For a proper understanding of the question it is necessary clearly to differen-
tiate between the attitude to religion of the governmental power on the one
hand, and on the other that of the various public organizations carrying out
anti-religious propaganda, such as, for instance, the Society of Militant Atheists.

Correspondent: Have any changes taken place in the position of the Church
since the war broke out ?

Archbishop: No, none at all, since the Church was not restricted in its
activities either before or after the outbreak of war.

Correspondent: Do you expect that after the victory over the enemy has
been achieved relations between the Church and Government will remain the
same or that they will change for the better or worse ?

Archbishop: Relations between the Church and the Soviet Power will remain
the same after victory has been won. For the clergy say themselves that the
Soviet Power has never persecuted them for their religious beliefs and they for.
their part are not opposed to the Soviet Power. Therefore there cannot be any
changes.

Correspondent: Certain Roman Catholic circles in America compare the
attitude to religion in Germany to that in Russia.

Archbishop: The Roman Catholics in the U.S.A. have been misled by the
story that the Soviet Power interferes in matters of religion. There is a great
difference between the Soviet Power's attitude to religion and that in fascist
Germany. . . .

Correspondent: What percentage of the population attend churches at the
present time ?

Archbishop: In difficult times of general calamity believers seek consolation
by prayer in church. Therefore the churches are particularly full of worshippers.

Correspondent: What percentage of servicemen visit the churches ?

Archbishop: Few servicemen visit the churches. Tn all churches solemn
Intercessions for the victory of our arms and of those of the Powers allied with
us, including America, are being offered up.

In conclusion, Archbishop Andrew expressed a hope that America, being a
rich country where there was a great deal of gold, would give generous brotherly
assistance to her ally, Russia. Gilmore answered in the affirmative.

OUR COUNTRY'S CROWN OF THORNS
Sermon preached by the Archpriest A. P. Smlrnov in the Kazan Patriarchal
Cathedral in Ulyanovsk., 4 December, 1941
On22 June, 1941, our beautiful land put on a crown of thorns.   From under
the sharp needles, the first ruby drops of sacrificial blood fell over its face,